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Such numerals and ciphers representing our American war
costs, passing from the pockets of taxpayers, or chargeable
against them, into the maw of war, are beyond the human
mind. Few persons can visualize a million dollars. Lumped in
pure gold, a million dollars would be so massive as to defy
theft. A million dollars composed of one-hundred dollar bills,
pinned end to end, would make a tape upwards of a mile in
length, A billion dollars so fashioned together would reach
from New York to Chicago and considerably beyond. Yet
we turned out our wealth during nineteen months of war to
the tune of eighteen billions of dollars. It sounds insane.
Our war-time railroad administration called upon the tax-
payer for a deficit of $1,350,000,000 in two years. American
railroads were paying stockholders a billion dollars annually
before the war. Moreover we spent $1,200,000,000 on army
camps and cantonments to house soldiers called up in the
draft. These establishments, veritable cities in themselves,
were hurriedly constructed without regard for expense. In
order to get the work done, the government gave out con-
tracts for war camps on the cost-plus basis, obligating the
government to pay for all materials, labor, and other requi-
sites, leaving efficiency, economy of time, money, and mate-
rials to individual contractors. Many of the latter stretched
out their work, employed unnecessary numbers of men,
wasted their materials, thus maneuvering to run the govern-
ment's bill into millions of dollars beyond reasonable esti-
mates, a shameful graft.
There was also much waste due to hysterical buying on the
part of some purchasing agents. Orders were given for 41,-
000,000 pairs of army shoes for less than 4,000,000 troops.
All but 8,000,000 pairs were delivered. Despite the fact that
the European struggle was a motor war, some one placed
orders for 500,000 sets of double harness and 110,000 sets of